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PREFACE. 



"< This is a Telugu prose version of the well-known 
.Sanskrit poem called the "Jaimini Bharatam" of 
there is also a metrical translation by Pillala- 

. 

i Pina Virabhadra. The author is Sarnukham 
ia Krishnappa Naik, son of Minakshi Naik and. 
,' uclu or Alainelu Akka. Accroding to one ao 
:, Minakshi Naik was the Chief Minister of the 
; H r^ ., Tirumala Naik who was king of Madura from 
1C i> to ]f>59 A. u. Mis son Venkata Krishnappa Naik 
lived at the court of Tirumala Naik's great great 
grandson Vijayaranga Chokkanadha who reigned from 
1704 to 1731. The interval between the father and 
.son would thus be great. Although it might be ex- 
plained away by supposing that Minakshi Naik was 
Ha when Venkata. Krishnappa Naik was born and 

* 4 

"net the latter was also old during the .reign of Vija- 

varanga Chokkanadha, it would seem to be more in 

,-rordance with probabilities to refer Minakshi Naik 

the reign of Vijayaranga Chokkanadha\s grand 

Mother Ouciiii Mringamina (K>S9-l704) who, accord- 

g to the tradition referred to above, had brought 

i;j Ahnnelu from her infancy. 

Vijayaranga. Chokkanadha was a great patron of 
learning and, among his many gifts, was that of a, vil- 
lage to a, Itjarncjcl Tclugu Brahmin named Sonti Gun- 

\ 

navva whose descendants now live at Perivakulam 

" H i *" v *"' 

: htcru'Isc; calliid Thcnkarai. 



PREFACE. 



Among the contemporaries of our author was 
Kumara Ramabhadra Naik, the then Zaniindar O f 
Vadagarai and his name is perpetuated by a street 
named after him in Vadagarai and a mantapam in 
Periyakulam where an annual festival is held. 

After the downfall of the Naik dynasty of Madu- 
ra during the time of Vijayaranga's widow Meenak- 
shi, the family of Venkata Krishnappa Xaik settled 
down at Vadagarai under the auspices of the Zarnin- 

^^^ auit. 

dar of that place to whom it was related and it, iu:ic 
the office of the village munsif of Vadagarai iiil 1'vO 
The last member of the family was Vijayabhagarr 
Alagari Swami Naik who was the husband of tru 
paternal aunt of the present J^amindar of Yadagarai 
He died leaving a daughter whose son Mr. Raim< 
Venkatasawmi Naidu has inherited his grand-father'; 
property. 



Venkata Krishnappa Naik was also the au 
of another prose work dealing with the story of Sn* 
rangadhara and of two poems Almlyasankrandamnnn 
and Radhikasanthvanamu all of which he dedicatee. 
to the god of Srirangam. The present work, lu, 
dedicated to his Sovereign and patron. This is om 
of the several Telugu prose manuscripts that hav\ 
been secured for the library of the Telugu Academy 
in the Tamil districts. Till recently, it was beUevec 
that there was no prose literature in Tdugu prior t< 
the time of the well-known author and scholar Chin 
nayya Suri, but the discovery of these manuscript 
by the Academy has upset that theon . 



PREFACE. 3 

While true to the original Sanskrit in the story, 
the translator has expanded the descriptive portions 
and there are evidences that he kept Pina Virabha- 
dra's poem closely in view. The style is elegant and 
''flowing and the language chaste and, on the whole, 
simple. The work is of a high order and will repay 
.readin. 



This edition is bc'issd on two manuscript copies 
which arc in the library of the Academy. One was 
obtained from Mr. G. S. Krishnayya of Batlagundu 
in the Madura District and the other from Mr. Thi- 
rumalai Veeraswami Pantulu of PuddukottaL To 
give an idea of the method of editing which is ado- 
pted, a portion of one of the manuscripts which cor- 
responds to the printed page 7 is printed as an appen- 
>dix to this book, just as it is in the original. 

The book is published at the cost of the Hon'blc 
Dewan Bahadur V. Ramabhadra Naidu Garu F.M.U. 
^nrnindar of Vadagarai and Doddappanayakkamir, 

whose relationship to the family of the author has 
been sot forth above. 

J. RAMAYYA. 
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